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Anecdotes 6f the-late venerable M. Malfherbes, during his 
Confinement in a French Prifon, written by a. Fellow 
Prifoner. 


HE late M. Malfherbes was, in all points, the moft inte- 

refting charaéter among us. The high polit he filled 
before the revolution, and the part he bore fince in the defence 
of his unfortunate Sovereign, will fufficiently juftify this 
affertion. MM. Malfherbes was inthe full fenfe of the term, 
what the French call an amiable veillard: fo far from poffef- 
fing that morofe and peevifh manner, fo frequently met with 
in old age, and fo repulfiveto youth, he was never fo happy 
and good-humoured as when inthe company of young peo« 
ple; and on thefe occafions, with a pleafant allufion to his 
own form, which was rather diminutive and diftorted, he 
would liken himfelf to A.fop furrounded by his beafts. 
Certainly, young people, could no-where elfe find a compa- 
nion, of his age, fo pleafing and inftruétive: not a fubjeft 
could be ftarted on which he had not an appropriate anec- 
dote to relate ; nora queftion put to him, which he could not 
tefolve in a fatisfa€tory manner. In one of our converfa- 
tions with him, we remember that the difcourfe turned on 
the manufaétures and commerce of Great Britain, chicfly on 
our wooltrade. M. Malfherbes fingled out the only Englith- 
man that was prefent, and told him that this branch of our 
manufaftures was once threatened with a ferious blow, in 
confequence of a proje&t which had been tranfmitted to him, 
during his former miniftry. It flated the fole reafon of the 
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Englifh wool being fuperior, in point of finenefs, to that of 
France was, that we were enabled to leave our flocks con- 
ftantly in the meadows or on the hills, as not fearing any at- 
tack trom wolves and other beafts of prey ; while in France, 
on the contrary, they were under the neceflity of houfing them 
the greater part df the year. He then proceeded to point out 
a method of depriving us of this advantage, by employing a 
number of perfons to lay traps, &c. for wolves, in fuch a 
manner as to take them alive ; and when a fufhcient number 
of thefe animals fhould have been thus obtained, they were 
ia be fent to a place of general rendezvous, put on board of 
vellels, prepared for that purpofe, and, on the firft favourable 
opportunity, turned loofe on fome part of the Englifh coatt. 
Atter fome remarks on this ridiculous propofition, he added: 
** Weill, Monfieur |’Anglois, fuppofe we could now contrive 
to fend you over fome of the wolves we have with us in pri- 
fon, or of thofe who have fent us here, of which of your na- 
tional produétions would they caufe the greater confumption, 
the woollen or the hempen ?” 

M. Maliherbes was accompanied to prifon by the whole of 
his family, which was by no means a {mall one; it confifled 
of M. Pelletier de Rofambo, formerly a counfellor of the 
parliament of Paris, who had married his only daughter, and 
his four children, three of whom were females, and had their 
hufbands with them, fo that with the addition of M. Ro- 
fambo, jun. they formed the moft numerous family party at 
Port Libre. 

The younger Rofambo was the conftant companion of his 
grandiather ; they flept in the fame room, and were to be 
feen, on molt occafions, together. So very fond was M. 
Mallherbes of him, that he would never fuffer him to take 
upon himfelft any of thofe little offices that the prifoners 
themfelves were obliged to perform; fuch as {weeping our 
rooms, making our beds, and others of the fame nature: 
thefe different talks be himfelf would regularly execute. It 
was an interefling fight to fee the old gentleman, at fix 
o'clock every morning, after having dreffed himfelf in the 
moit quiet manner, foas not to dillurb his grand{on’s repole, 
couie on tip-toe out of his chamber, with a large earthern 
picher in his hand, and go down to fill it atthe prifon pump, 
and then, though he bent beneath its weight, carry it back up 
a double flight of flairs, fleadily refufing every kind of af- 
{fittance : when his friends would remonitrate with him on 
this head, and advife him to leave fo laborious a tafk to his 
grandion, who was young and vigorous, he would reply, that 
young 
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young people, after the exercife of the day, had more occa- 
fion for fleep than thofe of his age; and that it would be 
cruel to deprive his grandfon of reft, becaufe he himfelf 
could not enjoy it. 

It would have been natural to fuppofe, that M. Malfherbes 
might have been fuffered to finifh the {mall portion of life he 
had to enjoy, in peace and retirement. But alas! no: 
though verging to his eightieth year, he was confidered as a 
dangerous perfon. The firft of his family who fell was his 
fon-in-law M. Pelletier de Rofambo; andthe next day after 
his execution, M. Malfherbes himfelf, with his daughter, and 
two grand-children, the Marquis and Marchionefs of Cha- 
teau Briand, were calledto trial, upon a charge of having 
corre{ponded with the enemies of the republic, and confpired 
againft its unity and indivifibility. Madame de Rofambo, as 
fhe was quitting the prifon, met the young and interefting 
Mademoifelie Sombreuil ; fhe ran up to her, and embracing 
her, faid, “* You were once happy enough to fave the life of 
your father; I fhall be equally happy in dying with mine.” 
The venerable M. Malfherbes behaved as might be expeéted ; 
he obferved, that after having feen eighty years pafs over his 
head, it was now no longer worth caring about: even onthe 
morning of his execution, as he was leaving his cell, on his 
way to the fatal cart, he jocofely remarked, on his making a 
falfe ftep at the threfhold, “* Ha! that is a bad omen! a Ro- 
man would have gone back again.” 








Subftance of the moft interefting Parts of the Travels of 
C. F. Damberser. a German, through the intcrior Paris 
of Africa, from thie Cape of Good Hope to Morocco, 
between the Years 1781 and 1797. 


[Continued from Page 149.] 
[)AMBERGCER and his companions began their journey 


in fearch of the wreck of the French fhip on the 27th 
of April, and reached it on the evening of the fame dav. 
The fhip lay between the Fith-river and the river St. Lucie, 
ina bay formed by the fea behind the mountain. “ She 
was a brig, and her name, which I could difcern on her ftern, 
was St. Wemburg. We found feveral bodies ina flate of 
putrefattion, and pierced through in feveral places, befides 
kettles, chefls, and alfo cottons and filks, which the fea-water 
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had rendered unfit for ufe, Iron being the mofl interefling 
objett to my companions, they endeavoured to draw out of 
the-timber as many nails, bolts, and cramp irons as they were 
able. I kindled a fire, and prepared the fupper, which cop, 
filted of the meat which we had brought with us. The {upper 
being ready, I called my companions, and fhowed them that 
I had procured a tolerable quantity of iron without much 
trouble, by putting on the fire boards and beans which con. 
tained bolts and nails, and being confumed by flames, the iron 
Jay in a mafs on the ground, Having witneffed this opera. 
tion, the Caffres ran to the thip, and fetched whole beams, 
two of which were generally faftened together with flrong 
iron bars, and put them on the fire. The next morning the 
iron was picked up among the afhes, and by this means a 
large guantity of it colleéted, On fearching the beach, we 
found ina cafk, covered with fand by the waves, feventy 
fireelocks, but which unfortunately were all fpoiled by ruft, 
We put them in the fire to burn off the wood, and after- 
wards found, farther on the beach, fome {words with the 
French arms engraved on them. At noon every thing was 
ready for our departure, but, as fome of the Caffres pre- 
tended to be worn out with fatigue, it was refolved to take 
fome repofe till the next morning. , 

“Walking on the beach, I perceived a human body, 
which, although in a flate of putrefaétion, retained the marks 
of two wounds, received in the breaft, and was decorated 
with a badge of diflinétion, probably the crofs of St. Louis. 
I manifefled a defire to inter it ; my companions approved of 
my propofal, fetched four other dead bodies, and they were 
all five depofited in adeep pit, dug out for that purpofe, and 
covered withearth. The funeral being performed, my com- 
panions wafhed themfelves about twenty times with fea-water 
and afhes, and did not eat a morfel the whole day ; whether 
from religious motives, or froma love of cleanlinefs, I could 
not learn. In the evening a large fire was again kindled: 
we lay down and fell afleep. 

** Early inthe morning every onc took up his load, and 
we fet out on our march, confidering whether we f{hould pro- 
ceed toward the horde, who bad invited us to pals the night 
with them, or {trike into our former road; the majority in- 
clining tothe former opiuion, we took that route, reached the 
horde in good time, and met with a very kind reception. 
We found there laige flores of the remains of the fhip’s 
cargo and furniture, clothes, fhoes, whole pieces of filks and 
cottons, feyeral new fire-locks and {words, two large coppers, 
faucepans, 
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faucepans, pots, bottles, anda confiderable fum of money, 
They prefented us with fome of thefe articles, cfpecially 
with ene of the large coppers, W hich, however, the four men, 
who carried it inthe profe cution of our way, were almoft nes 
ceflitated to abandon, as it proved extremely troublefome to 
them on climbing up the nlountains. We Jearned that the 
crew of the fhip, after havine remained here. fome time, fet 
out forthe kingdom of Monomotapa; to folicit the pratefion 
of the Portugueze government of that country. Among 
the prefents which fell to my fhare, 1 was. happy to find a 
compafs. Qn our drawing nigh our kraal the next day, we 
were met by women and children, who, on the view of our 
booty, received us with as lively fhouts gf joy as though we 
had returned from ihe conqueft of a kingdom ; in the kraal 
we experienced the fame reception. 

On the 20th of. May I took my leave of this good-na. 
tured people. I was. prefented with roaft meat, and calae 
bathes full of milk, and reminded of my ¢ prom ife to return. 
Several Caffres accompanied me as far as the mountain, when 
I turned towards the nosth-ealhi, conftantly wandering on 
rocks, until 1 reached a creek, formed by the 'Fifh-river, on 
whofe banks I took fome repofe; and then purfu ied my 
journey, climbing at one time over m: suntains, and at others 
wandering through pleafant vales. The next day I reached 
a delightful plain, covered with fine reed-gtafs, aud inter- 
fperfed with fhrubs and trees, many of which borethe yellow 
plums I have already mentioned. At lait 1 came to another 
kraal, where I pailed the night: they gave me milk anda 
piece of meat, but fecured my carabine.* On my fetting 
out the next morning, I was accompanied by a great many 
children as far as a flat mountain, which lay in my road. 
This was rather a meafure of precaution than a matter of 
curiofity, their fields lying that way ; ‘for on our pafling by 
a piece of land, fown with Indian corn, a. ftalk of which I 
was going to pluck up, they cried out—gonorum daro pufy 
hamd jrujul/ay (don’t touch it, elfe you will be fhot by my 
father). On the mountain, called by the Caffres Pfadoh, 
(Salt-hill), I found much falt-petre. The foot of the moun- 
tain was wafhed by a {mall river, which branched into two 
arms. The laft mentioned horde moft probably obtain their 
water at this place, which hasabrackifhtafte. Whether this 
water is originally impreguated with falt,.or attracis faline 

parts 


This was a meafure of precaution, left my carabine fhould be 
handled by unfkilful and imprudent perfons, and mifchief enfue. 
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had rendered unfit for ufe, Iron being the mofl interefting 
object to my companions, they endeavoured to draw out of 
the-timber as many nails, bolts, and cramp irons as they were 
able. I kindled a fire, and prepared the fupper, which con, 
filted of the meat which we had brought with us. The fupper 
being ready, I called my companions, and fhowed them that 
I had procured a tolerable quantity of iron without much 
trouble, by putting on the fire boards and beams which con. 
tained bolts and nails, and being confumed by flames, the iron 
Jay in a mafs on the ground, Having witneffed this opera. 
tion, the Caffres ran to the fhip, and fetched whole beams, 
two of which were generally faftened together with flrong 
iron bars, and put them on the fire. The next morning the 
Iron was picked up among the afhes, and by this means a 
large guantity of it colleéted, On fearching the beach, we 
found ina cafk, covered with fand by the waves, feventy 
fireelocks, but which unfortunately were all fpoiled by ruft, 
We put them in the fire to burn off the wood, and after- 
wards found, farther on the beach, fome {words with the 
French arms engraved on them. At noon every thing was 
ready for our departure, but, as fome of the Caffres pre- 
tended to be worn out with fatigue, it was refolved to take 
fome repofe till the next morning. , 

*“ Walking on the beach, I perceived a human body, 
which, although in a flate of putrefaction, retained the marks 
of two wounds, received in the breaft, and was decorated 
with a badge of diftinétion, probably the crofs of St. Louis, 
I manifefled a defire to inter it ; my companions approved of 
my propofal, fetched four other dead bodies, and they were 
all five depofited ia adeep pit, dug out for that purpofe, and 
covered withearth. The funeral being performed, my com- 
panions wafhed themfelves about twenty times with fea-water 
and afhes, and did not eat a morfel the whole day ; whether 
from religious motives, or froma love of cleanlinefs, I could 
not learn. In the evening a large fire was again kindled: 
we lay down and fell afleep. 

** Early in the morning every one took up his load, and 
we fet out on our march, confidering whether we fhould pro- 
ceed toward the horde, who bad invited us to pals the night 
with them, or flrike into our former road; the majority in- 
clining tothe former opinion, we took that route, reached the 
horde in good time, and met with avery kind reception, 
We found there laige flores of the remains of the fhip’s 
cargo and furniture, clothes, fhoes, whole pieces of filks and 
cottons, feveral new fire-locks and {words, two large coppers, 
faucepans, 
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faucepans, pots, bottles, anda confiderable fum of money. 
They prefented us with fome of thefe articles, cfpecially 
with @ne of the large coppers, which, however, the four men, 
who carried it inthe profecution of our way, were almoft nes 
ceflitated to abandon, as it proved extremely troublefome to 
them on climbing up the nlountains. We Jearned that the 
crew of the fhip, aftér havine remained here fome.time, fe 
out forthe kingdom of Monomotapa; to folicit.the prateftion 
of the Portugueze government of that country. Among 
the prefents which fell to my fhare, 1 was. happy to find a 
compafs. On our drawing nigh our kraal the next day, we 
were met by women and children, wha, on the view of our 
booty, received us with as lively fhouts gf joy as though we 
had returned from ile conqueft of a kingdom; in the kraal 
we experienced the fame reception. 

*“ On the 20th of, May I took my leave of this good-na. 
tured people. I was. prefented with roaft meat, and calae 
bafhes full of milk, and reminded of my promife to return. 
Several Caffres accompanied me as far as the mountain, when 
I turned towards the north-eaft, conftantly wandering on 
rocks, until I reached a creek; formed by the 'Fifh-river, on 
whofe banks 1 took fome repofe; and then purfued my 
journey, climbing at one time over mountains, and at others 
wandering through pleafant vales. The next day I reached 
a delightful plain, covered with fine reed-gtafs, and inter- 
fperfed with fhrubs and trees, many of which borethe yellow 
plums I have already mentioned. At lait 1 came to another 
kraal, where I pailed the night: they gave me milk anda 
piece of meat, but fecured my carabine.* On my fetting 
ont the next morning, I was accompanied by a great many 
children as far as a flat mountain, which lay in my road. 
This was rather a meafure of precaution than a matter of 
curiofity, their fields lying that way ; -for on our pafling by 
a piece of land, fown with Indian corn, a. ftalk of which I 
was going to pluck up, they cried out—gonorum daro pufy 
hamd jrujul/ay (don’t touch it, elfe you will be fhot by my 
father). On the mountain, called by the Caffres Pfadoh, 
(Salt-hill), I found much falt-petre. The toot of the moun- 
tain was walhed by a {mall river, which branched into two 
arms. The laft mentioned horde moft probably obtain their 
water at this place, which hasabrackifh tafte. Whether this 
water is originally impreguated with falt,. or attratis faline 
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* This was a meafure of precaution, left my carabine fhould be 
handled by unfkilful and imprudent perfons, and mifchief enfue. 
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parts from the rocks over which it flows, I am not able tode- 
termine. I came next to a thick wood, which I intended to 
pafs, but was not able to effett my purpofe, though in at- 
tempting it I was detained half aday. Near this wood! 
faw atroop of about forty elephants. I was much alarmed, 
being obliged to traverfe the place which they occupied, but 
efcaped unhurt, and paffed the night clofe by the wood. I 
kindled a large fire, but was neverthelefs much harraffed by 
wolves and lions, who approached very near me, but had not 
the courage to attack me.. This wood was by my calculation 
from twenty-one to twenty-eight miles in length, and con- 
fifted of kakolay and monapacka-trees. The fruit of the 
kakolay-tree refembles our wild chefnuts, but the pulp is of 
a reddifh colour, and of a four taflle. The fruit’ of the mo- 
napacka-tree is a {pecies of apple, the kernels of which are 
ot the fize of a large vetch and fweet. I was now com. 
pelled to ftay a confiderable time by the fire, as it was very 
jate before the wild beafts withdrew into the foreft, and I did 
not think it prudent to pafs through them. 

* About noon a tremendous ftorm arofe, which I confi- 
dered as a joyful event in as muchas it cooledthe air. I was 
not able to travel more than fix miles, the road trequently 
being obitruéted by ftagnant waters, which I was obliged to 
wade through or to go round. Thefe were alfo infefted by wild 
animals which fallied forth from the woods to quench their 
thirft. The following night I was compelled to be conttantly 
on my guard, to keep off their attacks, as I could not venture 
into the foreft to fetch the neceffary fire-wood. I therefore 
paffed this night without fleep, walked conftantly to and fro, 
and ate fome meat, which was not altogether untainted. At 
break of day I croffed the ridge of rocky mountains, which 
lay before me, and which run from welt to eaft. I met with 
barren heights, unfruitful valleys, without fhrub or trees, 
and covered with long reed-grafs, fcorched by the fun. 
Wild beafts abounded every where. I found large fupplies 
of rain water in the clefts of the rocks. ‘The following day 
J fired at a roebuck, but having wounded him but flightly he 
cffetied his efcape. I intended to pafs the night in a neigh- 
bouring kraal, but not being able to reach it I fat down ona 
hill, and confidered whether I had better turn toward another 
quarter or purfue the fame road. Unable to fatisfy the cra- 
vings of my flomach I grew melancholy, but on a fudden 
was roufed from my dejedtion by the found of human 
voices, 
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** I looked round, and faw a party of men advancing to. 
wards me, armed with clubs and javelins. Had I been lefs 
tormented with hunger, I fhould have endeavoured to efcape 
from them; but now I was glad to fee them approach me. 
At the diftance of ten paces they all halted; and one of them 
called out to me in the Caffrarian language: “ What doit 
thou here?’ I anfwered, that I was dying with hunger. 
* Haft thou no food then ?’ afked a fecond. I repliedthat I 
hadnone. * Who artthou ?’ cried athird. ‘ I amanative 
of the weft, and our fhip has been wrecked on the coatt.’ 
* Whither art thou going ?’ ‘ To my native country.’ Many 
other queftions were put to me, and in particular I was afked 
whether I had come alone? I anfwered them as well as I 
could, by means of fingle words and figns, and then intreated 
them to give me fome food. They ordered me to accompany 
them; but on my affuring them that I was fo fatigued and 
weak as to be unable to follow them: a confultation was held 
in which one of them faid, that I muft be compelled to go 
with them ; another propofed to kill me with their javelins ; 
but this was oppofed by a third, who happened to be of a 
gentler and more compaflionate difpofition. This difcourfe 
terrified me exceedingly : at laft one of them feized me by 
the arm, and gave me to underftand, that I muft go along 
withthem. I willingly followed them into a thicket, where 
they halted and kindleda fire. One of them gave mea piece 
of raw meat, which I broiled on the coals: others of them 
Jet me drink out of their water-bottles. When I lay down 
to fleep, L placed my knapfack as a pillow, under my head ; 
but they took it away from me, to examine its contents, In 
it they found powder, balls, a knife, a pair of {ciffars, and 
two fhirts; the knife and {ciffars they kept, but the other ar- 
ticles were reflored to me. I had luckily fewed my money 
into my waiftcoat, and thus preferved it. I flept foundly, 
but was awaked very early in the morning, and ordered to 
follow them.” 


(To be continued.) 


ANECDOTES of JEMIMA WILKINSON, 
(Continued from Page 154.) 


Wr : - 
HE number of her votaries has, of late, much decreafed. 
Many of the families who followed her to Jerufalem, 

are no longer the dupes of her {elf-mierefted policy. Some 
fluuil 
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ftill keep up the outward appearance of attachment to her; 
while others have openly difclaimed their conneétion with 
Jemima. Such, however, as ftill continue her adherents ap- 
pear to be entirely devoted her. With thefe the pafles for a 
prophetefs, an indefcribable being ; fhe is not Jemima Wil- 
kinfon, but a {pirit of a peculiar name, which remainsa pro- 
found fecret to all, who are not true believers; fhe is the 
friend, the all-friend. Six or feven girls of different ages, 
but all young and handfome, wait upon her, with furprizing 
emulation, to enjoy the peculiar fatisfattion of being per- 
nitted to approach this celeflial being. Her fields, and her 
garden, are ploughed and dug by the friends, who negleé 
their own bufinefs to take care of her’s; and the all-friend is 
fo condefcending, as not to refufe their fervices ; fhe comforts 
them with a kind word now and then, makes inquiries after 
and provides for their health and welfare, and has the art of 
effedtually captivating their affeétions, the more, perhaps, 
becaufe fhe knows how to keep her votaries ata refpeéttul 
diftance. 

When the fervice was over, Jemima invited us to dinner. 
The hope of watching her more narrowly induced us to ac- 
cept the invitation ; but we did not then know, that it forms a 
part of the charatter fhe aéts, never to eat with any one. 
She foon Ieft us; and locking herfelf up with her female 
friend, fat down, without other company, to an excellent din- 
ner; we did not get our’s till after fhe had dined. When 
our dinner was over, and alfo another, which was ferved up 
after our’s, the fanétuary opened again. And now Jemima 
appeared once more at the door of her room, and converfed 
with us, feated in an arm-chair. When ftrangers are with 
her, fhe never comes over the threfhold of her bed-room; 
and when by herfelf, the is conftantly engaged in deliberation 
how to improve the demefne of her friend. The houfe was, 
this day, very full. Our company confifted of exaétly ten 
perfons; after us dined another company of the fame num. 
ber; and as many dined in the kitchen. Our plaics, as well 
as the table-linen, were perfeétly clean and neat; our repait, 
although frugal, was yet better in quality than any of which 
we had partaken fince our departure from Philadelphia; it 
1 of good frefh meat, with pudding, an excellent fal- 
lad, and a beverage of a peculiar yet charming flavour, with 
which we were plentifully fupplied out of Jemima’s apart- 
ment, where it was prepared. The devout guefts obferved, 
all this while, a profound filence; they either caft down 
their eyes, or lifted them up to Heaven with a rapturous 
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figh ; to me they appeared not unlike a party of the faithful, 
in the primitive ages, dining in achurch. 

The all friend had by this time exchanged her former drefs 
for that of a fine Indian lady, which, however, was cut out in 
the fame fafhion as the former. Her hair and eye-brows had 
again been combed. She did not utter a fyllable refpeéting 
our dinner ; nor did fhe offer to make any apology for her 
abfence. Conftantly engaged in perfonating the part fhe 
has alumed, fhe defcanted in a fanétimonious, my ftic tonc, 
on death, and onthe happinefs of having been an ufeful in- 
flrumentto others in the way of their falvation. She after- 
wards gave us a rhapfody of prophecies to read, afcribed to 
one Dr. Love, who was beheaded in Cromwell’s time; 
wherein fhe clearly difcerned, according to her accounts, 
the French revolution, the decline and downfall of Popery, 
and the impending end of the world. 

Finding, however, that this converfation was but ‘ill 
adapted to engage our attention, fhe cut fhort her harangue at 
once. Wehad indeed already feen more than enough to 
eflimate the charaéter of this bad aétrefs, whofe pretended 
fanétity only infpired us with contempt and difguft, and who 
is altogether incapable of impofing upon any perfon of 
common underftanding, unlefs thofe of the moft fimple 
minds, or downright enthufiafls. Her {peeches are fo 
ftrongly contradiéted by the tenor of her a&tions ; her whole 
conduét ; her expence, compared with that of other families 
within acircumference,of fifty miley; her way of living, 
and her drefs, form fucha ftriking contraft with her harangues 
onthe fubje& of condemning earthly enjoyments ; and the 
extreme alliduity with which fhe is continually endeavouring 
to induce children, over whom the has any influence, to 
leave their parents, and form a part of her community ;. all 
thofe particulars fo flrongly militate againft the doetrine of 
peace and univerfal love, which the is inceflantly preaching, 
that we were all aQually flruck with abhorrence of her du- 
plicity and hypocrify, as foon as the firft emotions of our 
curiofity fubfided. 

Her fraudulent conduét, indeed, has been difcovered by 
fo many perfons, and fo much has been faid againft it, that 
itis dificult to account for her having had any adherents at 
all, even fora fhorttime. And yet fhe will probably retain 
a fufficient number, to increafe ftill further her fortune, 
which is already confiderable for the country in which fhe 
tefides, and fully adequate tothe only end which the now 
Vor. XXXVII. 2C feems 






















170 THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 


feems anxious to attain; namely, to live independent, ina 
decent, plentiful, and even elegant manner, 

There are fo many weak-minded religionifts, and Jemima 
is fo particularly careful to feleét her difciples among per. 
fons who are either very old or very young, that her im. 
pofture, however grofs and palpable to the difcerning, may 
yet be carried on for fome time with fuccefs, fufficient to 
anfwer her ultimate purpofe. If her credit fhould fink too 
low, the would find herfelf conftrained to tranTplant her 
holinefs to fome other region ; and, in faét, fhe had, laft year, 
harboured the defign of removing her family and eftablith. 
ment, and of fettling in Carlton Ifland, on the Lake of On. 
tario, where fhe would enjoy the fatisfa€tion of living under 
the Englifh Government, which, by her account, has prof. 
fered her a grant of Jand. 





Account of the Behaviour of the celebrated Lorenzo de 
Medici on his Death-bed, with a Sketch of his Cha- 
ratler. 





By Mr. Roscoe. 


O {pecies of reputation is fo cheaply acquired as that 
derived from death-bed fortitude. When it is fruit. 
lefs to contend and impofhble to fly, little applaufe is due to 
that refignation which patiently awaits its doom. It is not, 
therefore, to be confidered as enhancing that dignity of cha- 
rafter which Lorenzo had fo frequently difplayed, that he 
fuftained the laft confli& with equanimity. ‘ To judge from 
his conduét, and that of his fervants,” fays Politiano, 
** you would have thought that it was they who momentarily 
expeétefl that fate from which he alone appeared to be 
exempt.” 

Even to the laft the fcintillations of his former yivacity 
were perceptible. Being afked, on taking a morfel of food, 
show he relifhed it :—‘* As a dying man always does,” was 
his reply. Having affeétionately embraced his furrounding 
friends, and fubmitted to the laft ceremonies of the church, 
he became abforbed in meditation, occafionally repeating por- 
tions of fcripture, and accompanying his ejaculations with 
elevated eyes and folemn geftures of his hands, till the 
energies of life gradually declining, and preffing to his lips 
a magnificent crucifix, he calmly expired. 
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Inthe height of his reputation, and ata premature period 
of life, thus died Lorenzo de Medici; aman, who may be 
fele€ted from all the charaéters of ancient and modern hif- 
tory, as exhibiting the moft remarkable inftance of depth of 
penetration, verfatility of talent, and comprehenfion of 
mind. Whether genius be a predominant impulfe, direéting 
the mind to fome particular objeét, or whether it be an energy 
of intelleét, that arrives at excellence in any department in 
which it may be employed, it is certain that there are few 
inftances in which a fuccefsful exertion in any human purfuit 
has not occafioned a dereliétion of many other objeéts, the 
attainment of which might have conferred immortality. If 
the powers of the mind are to bear down all obftacles that 
oppofe their progrefs, it feems neceffary that they fhould 
{weep along in fome certain courfe, and in one colleéted 
mafs. What then fhall we think of that rich fountain, 
which, whilft it was poured out by fo many different channels, 
flowed through each with a full and equal ftream? To be 
abforbed in one purfuit, however important, is not the cha- 
raéteriftic of the higher clafs of genius, which piercing 
through the various ¢ombinations and relations of furround- 
ing circumftances, fees all things in their juft dimenfions, 
and attributes to each its due. 

Of the various occupations in which Lorenzo engaged, 
there is not one in which he was not eminently fuccefsful ; 
but he was moft particularly diftinguifhed in thofe which juftly 
hold the firft rank in human ellimation. The facility with 
which he turned from fubjeéts of the higheft importance to 
thofe of amufement and levity, fuggefted to his countrymen 
the idea that he had two diftin@ fouls in one body. Even 
his moral charaéter feems to have partaken, in fome degree, 
of the fame divinity ; and his devotional poems are as ardent 
as his lighter pieces are licentious. On all fides he touched 
the extremes of human charaéter; and the powers of his 
mind were only bounded by that impenetrable circle which 
prefcribes the limits of human nature. 





Thoughts on the Diffolution of Monafteries. 
[From the Britifth Magazine. ] 


ONFOUNDING the innocent with the guilty, Henry 
drove from their peaceful habitations the pious,the fludi- 

ous, the aged, and the virtuous from thofe hallowed roofs, 
C2 which 
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which the piety of their anceftors had bequeathed, to thelter 
the fervants of God, the inftru€tors of the people, and the 
guardians of recorded wifdom: he feized upon their reve. 
nues, overturned their altars ; and, more fatal than time itfelf, 
defaced almoft every venerable monument of religious anti- 
quity. 

That the lives of fome monks were luxurious and indolent, 

that they were more numerous than the purpofes of religion 
and inftruétion might require, that the mendicant orders were 
burdenfome and ufelefs, and that many doétrines which they 
taught were abfurd and contradiétory, will be allowed ;—in- 
deed muft be allowed ; for in this boldly reafoning age, faith 
is brought too generally to the teft of demonftration ; andthe 
light of nature, according to fome reafoners, fhines with tov 
broad a beam for the advantageons appearance of certain doc- 
trines ftill retained. But had the King contented himfelf with 
retrenching their numbers, and having fhaken off the fhame- 
ful yoke of papacy, drawn up new rules, or reformed the old 
ones of the different orders; had he {wept out the accumula. 
ted trumpery of relics, and reduced the wild abfurdity of 
their doéirines toa due conformity with reafon and {cripture; 
had he pruned the vine, inftead of rooting up the vineyard ; 
he would probably never have had occafion to complain as he 
afterwards did to his Parliament,that a goodly life never lefs 
appeared, that God was never lefs reverenced and worfhipped, 
than after the reformation. 

That the monks were hofpitable, that they were good Jand- 
Jords, were truths loudly declared by numbers of their de- 
pendants, whom they had fed and proteéted, and who bitterly 
Jamented the hard fate that drove them from their ancient man- 
fions. Thofe loved and refpeéted dwellings, where the poor 
man’s heart was cheered at feftivals, no longer obferved ; 
where he might unbofom his private forrows, and the troubles 
of his confcience, and find pity and relief: for though fome. 
among the fraternity might be unfeeling and pitilefs, yet the 
chance would be, that among numbers, feveral would be 
found, with hearts open to melting charity, and hands ready 
to afford relief, 

Indeed, the people felt fo deeply the lofs of their ancient 
benefaftors, and complained fo loudly of it, that Cromwell 
found it expedient to’ advife the King, with a view of allay- 
ing their difcontent, to fell the convent lands at cafy rates to 
the gentry in the feveral counties, under the obligation (fince 
they had them on fuch eafy terms) of maintaining the ancient 
hofpitality ; and to this very day, we do fee fome illuftrious 
inftances 
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inftances of hofpitality : and’it would be unjuft to fupprefs 
the praife which the many noble charities exiiting in London 
and other cities of the empire, fo juftly claim. Buti itmay be 
pleaded in favour of the ancient religious communities, that 
they were much more difperfed ; almoft every village had i its 
abbey, or its convent, a refuge for the poor, and ‘a houfe for 
hofpitality. 

Were any fick ?—the monks were the phyficians; a poor 
unfortunate did not hefitate to apply for medical ailiftance, 
through a dread of the extortion of an unfeeling, needy apo. 
thecary : fimples adminiftered by the religious themfelves ; 
comfortable food fent them from the convent; woodto warm 
their dwellings,and money, if it were neceflary,were liberally 
beftowed. How much is the fcene changed at prefent? In 
many cafes probably the pofleffors of thofe lands originally 
obtained on the condition of praétifing a conftant hofpitality, 
hardly ever vifit their eftates: the poor man paffes the filent 
deferted hall with downcaft eye, and hopelefs. A poundage 
fteward, the little tyrant of the village, f{queezes him for rent, 
and refufes the repair of his clay-built fhed: the paftor, too, 
of this forlorn flock, thorn to the quick, may preach hofpi- 
tality and charity, but the fmallnefs of his ftipend, or the cir- 
cum{cribed value of his vicarage, put it out of his power to 
practife them, and thus render, in {pite of him, his doétrine 
and praétice inconfiftent and contemptible. 

It has indeed, with {ome appearance of juflice, been laid to 
the charge of the reformers, that the rich ipoils of the monaf- 
teries, their plate, the jewels of their crucifixes and relics, 
the fplendid ornaments of many celebrated fhrines, and the 
Jands attached to thefe foundations, were the moft powerful 
fecret motives of the reformation: a charge difficult to parry : 
candour will allow, that poffeifions obtained by fraud, cannot 
be lawfully kept, when that fraud is difcovered; but furely 
tefllamentary bequefts for religious purpofes might be fo far 
held facred (whatever regulation it may be found 1 necellary to 
make refpeéting them), as to apply them as nearly as poiflible 
according to the intentions of theteflator ; for it were a very 
dangerous principle to eftablith, that government fhall feize 
upon, and apply to its own ule, the eflate of the fubjeé& for- 
mally bequeathed. 

But yet, as many of thefe houfes had been endowed with 
lands upon condition of having mafles faid by their inhabi- 
tants, for the fouls of the departed donors, fuppofed to be in 
purgatory, when the people’s eyes began to be opened to the 
abfurdity of that doftrine, it was but right that government 
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fhould interpofe, to prevent further abufes of that kind, and 
rectify fuch as already exifled, by feizing upon the lands, and 
applying them to better ufes. There can be no cenfure al- 
ledged to the perfons who conduéted the reformation on that 
account ; but they are blameable for not having applied the 
property to religious and charitable purpofes, in confor- 
mity, as far as fight be, with the intentions of the teftator, 
and the interefts of religion. 

It may be pleaded in favour of monaftic inftitutions, that 
they afforded an afylum to the aged, the infirm, and the 
unfortunate : many a folitary being do we now fee, without 
family or conneétions, in poffeffion perhaps of only a limited 
competency for his fupport, wandering about the world, loi- 
tering at bathing-places, among crowds of the young and 
the {prightly, whofe manners may lead him to regret the 
infirmities of his own age, and the years that are pafled, 
by prefenting continually a {trong contraft between the fitu- 
ation of thofe who are entering the world and thofe who are 
going out of it; thefe laft, however weary foever they may 
be of the frivolities of fafhion, muft neverthelefs if they live 
in the world, ina great degree, comply withthem; devotion 
being no longer the mode: however important it may be in 
their private opinion, to fix their thoughts upon a future ftate, 
and however confolatory fuch religious and rational medita- 
tion may be, they are perpetually interrupted. and broken 
in upon by a fucceffion of filly avocations, which, even to 
avoid being pointed at, muft be attended to: how much hap. 
pier, and much better placed, would thefe aged orphans (if 
I may be allowed the term) find themfelves in a retirement 
dedicated to devotion, and the exercife of charity ! 

Certain rules are expedient in every fociety—fuch as 
flated times of prayer, exercife, and reflefiion—to preferve 
order, and over-rule caprice. Every member fhould be 
allowed to quit fucha folitude as this the inflant he found it 
unfuitableto his views ; but upon quitting it, he fhould be 
bound to make a {mall benefaétion to the fupport of the 
foundation : here I think I hear anexclamation of “ This is 
the old tory of bequeathing one’s property to monafteries.” 
No fuch thing: the benetaétion necd not exceed twenty 
guineas: the thing is practifed at this moment, at one of 
the largeft colleges of the Univerfity of Cambridge ; every 
fellow-commoner upon quitting that fociety, prefents it with 
a piece of plate. Plate, toa certain degrec, would be un- 
neceflary toan eftablifhment fuch as I have in view; every 
thing fhould be plain and fimple, as far as is compatible 
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with convenience : the donation fhould be made in money, 
which fhould be employed in the purchafe of land, in order 
gradually toextend the little domain : and, I verily believe, 
landlords, who were about to ftep into the grave, and be- 
fides, who could not bequeath property thus acquired, would 
not opprefs their tenantry, but be likely to bethe beft mafters 
imaginable. 

Should a few aged friends, who are with8ut families, de. 
termine on beginning fuch an eftablifhment, by the contribu- 
tion of a certain fum each, for the purchafe ‘of a place of 
refidence, and land for their fupport, there are many vene- 
rable remains of religious houfes, in various parts of this 
ifland, and in the moft appropriate fituations, where the awful 
appearances of nature are calculated to make upon the mind 
the moft fublime impreffions ; or the foft tranquillity of the 
fcenery to foothe it to peace and reft, far from the noife and 
turbulence of the world; may, atthe clofe of life, exercife 
itfelf in its moft proper employment,—meditation. 

It would be neceflary, for the fake of order, that they 
thould ele&i one of their number as their fuperior, to whom 
they might give the appellation of abbot, prior, direftor, or 
any other title, whichhit theirfancy: the dire€tor’s autho- 
rity might continue for life, or fora ftated time, which 
would be preferable; but he fhould be equally bound to ob. 
ferve their rules, and have no other pre-eminence over them 
thanthe direétion of their temporalities, as they can be better 
adminiflered by one, than by many ; and his accounts fhould 
be fubjeéted to the infpeétion of the fociety four times in 
the year. 

How many devout and unfortunate women there are who 
would gladly conduét the domeftic economy of fuch a fo- 
ciety, not as companions, but as mere houfekeepers, and 
menial fervants: and how many very aged men there are, 
who would, placed in fuch a retirement, and pafling the even. 
ing of life in devotion and regularity, blefs the bounty of-a 
fellow-being who had been the founder of fuch an eftablifh- 
ment ;—a monaftery revived upon a rational plan, and go- 
verned by a rational regulation. 

I declare the piéture.interefts me.—lI think I fee, in the 
fober twilight, the Gothic windows peeping through the 
woods, and hear the folemn bell roll upon the breeze, while 
the venerable fraternity lowly pafs along to prayer: how 
refpe€iable, how truly Chriftian an union !~—Thefe aged 
beings have paffed through the hurry and buflle of life, have 
trod through the paths of care, been tofled, and perhaps 
fhipwrecked, 
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fhipwrecked, by the billows of trouble; they have been 
agitated by the tumultuous expectations of hope and defire; 
they have been ftopped in their courfe by the fad and death. 
like calm of defpair ; they have fuffered obloquy undeferved, 
or ftruggled paintully under confcioufnefs of fecret fin; but 
are here at lait aflembled, to clofe the eventful fcene of life 
in a peaceful preparation for that new ftate of exiftence which 
they are foon about to commence. 
PHILOMATHUS. 


January 21, 1801, 





REMARKS on the PRIVILEGE of KILLING DEER. 


By the late Hon. D. BARRINGTON. 


HE privilege of killing “ a deer ortwo” in the King’s 
forefts, is confined to an Archbifhop (one of whom is 
faid in Prynne’s Colleétion of Records, to have loved venifon, 
more than his Sovereign’s or people’s fouls,) a Bifhop, Earl, 
or Baron, which poflibly many of thofe who are ftill en- 
titled to it under this ftatute, may not be acquainted with: 
the privilege is not granted in the molt polite manner, by in- 
joining the neceflity to fuch refpeétable perfonages, coming 
to the King, ‘* ad mandatum nojlrum,” to give notice by 
the blowing of ahorn, ne videatur furtive hoc facere: It 
may likewife be inferred from this privilege being confined 
to Barons, and fuperior degrees of nobility, that the Members 
of the Houfe of Commons, (if there were at that time any 
fuch reprefentatives of the people) could not be confidered, 
as of much importance: when the Crown, at prefent, gives 
any {mall favours, the Members of the Lower Houle are 
not forgotten. 





Enquiry refpecting the beft Method of tranf{planting Wheat, 


NY perfon, who is acquainted with the fubjeé, will 
confer a benefit on his country, if he will point out the 
proper method of TRANSPLANTING WHEAT, and the pro- 
per feafon for doing it, 
Has any book been publifhed on this fubje&t? And what 
is the title of it? 
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An ANECDOTE. 


Gentleman having called his fervant to affift him in dref- 
fing, the latter, who had been employed in fome dirty 
work, came up, all over duft. The mafter, ima paflion, took 
up a cane, and was going to lay it over the fellow’s back, 
when he cried out, “ Sir, Sir, if you wifh to duft my -coat, 
I beg you will let me take it off firft!” 





A REBUS, by H. H. of Exeter. 


OW, learned gents. quickly defcribe, 
Aman of Jacob’s worthy tribe; 
A perfon’s name you next muft crave 
Who hid the prophets in a cave; 
My next the man that ne’er did die 
But who was carried up on high; 
And laft of all you muft expound 
A writer in the fcriptures found : 
The initials join’d, aright and true, 
An ancient prophet comes to view. 





Anfwer by Fames Hayden, of Axminfler, te T, Farvis’s and 
W, England’s Charades, inferted December 15. 


HEN filence reigns, and bufy fear, 
When darknefs fhrouds the eye, 

Can founds more difmal ftrike the ear 

Than the NIGHT-RAVEN’s* cry ? 
Yes, far more difmal is the moan 

When innocence fhall bleed ; 
More difmal ftill the dying groan 

From MASSACRE’s* foul deed. 

; We have received the like anfwer from W. Sherwell, of Modbury ; 
William Maddick, Rattery; T. Churchoufe, Yeovil; W. Brock, Ever. 
creech; W. England, Lyme; G. England, Uplyme; J. M. jun. Poole; 

-R. Toulmin; W. Saunders, jun. Loddifwell; H. Humphreys, and 
}. Smith, of Exeter; W. Bickham, jun. Athburion; J. Bulgin, Cafile 

uy; and J. Whitford, of St. Autftell. 

t Similar anfwers have been received from W. Saunders, jun, Loddif- 
well; W. Brock, of Evercreech ; J. R. Toulmin; William Maddick, of 
Rattery ; B. Sellick, jun.and T. Webber, of Tiverton; J. Staples, of 

lol; Serjeant Whittle, of the Upway Volunteers; W. Bickhaim, jun, 
Atbburton ; J. Moore, jun. of Poole; ‘¢.Churchoule, Yeovil ; J. Simith, 
ad H. Humphreys, of Exeter; G. England, ot Lyme ; T. Coumbe, of 
Stonehoufe; R. Maffett, Salrafh; W. Chudleigh, Newton Bufhel; Prime 
a Coker; R. Trewavas, Moufehole; and William Sherwell, of 

ury. 
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A CHARADE, 4y R. Baker, of Poole, 


ART of yourfelf firft call to mind ; 
And then a famous poet find: 

Conne& them both, to view they'll bring 
What isan emblem of the fpring. 


ee ot epee 


An ENIGMA. 


E wits fay what Iam, and whence I came! 


You'll then allow I’m not unknown to fame. 


Like many more of fublunary race, 

Fiom éerra firma I my birth can trace; 

Yet I’m not only to one fource confin’d, 
But am of various fubtile parts combin’d; 
Compos’d of foffil and metallic ore, 

And partly form’d from vegetable ftore 
Tho’ I’m as fragile as the frozen fnow, 

I’m as claftic as the archer’s bow: 

In adeep:dungeon I am brought to light, 
And Pheenix like from afhes rife mare bright: 
My beauteous form is often wrought fo fair, 
With every fparkling gem it may compare, 
In colour vying with each vivid hue, 

The bow of Iris e’er extends to view: 

Yet do I oft fo fark and difmal feem, 

I fcarcely can admit the noon-tide beam : 
My fhining plumes adorn the youthful fair, 
By waving graceful o’er their auburn hair. 
I’m folid or I’m fluid, as you pleafe, 

And change from each to each with greateft eafe. 
Thro’ me you oft behold the lapfe of time, 
As pleas’d you ramble in eaeh vary’d clime. 
Tho’ prophets have fo long been out of date, 
I good or bad foretell, as fure as fate: 

In necromantic art I feem to deal, 

And things far diflant to your view reveal: 
A giant toa dwarf can alfo change, 

And vice-verfa, as the world I range. 

Now all thefe wond’rous myfteries to clear, 
And under mafk no longer to appear, 

Ye who have conn’d o'er every tedious line, 
In me behold “ the human face divine.” 


) POETRY. 
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ODE to WINTER. 


By Tuomas Campse ct, E/q. Author of the Pleafures of Hope. 


HEN firft the fiery mantled fun 
His heav’nly race began to run 
Round the carth and ocean biue 
His children four (the feafons) flew : 
Firft, in gpeen apparel dancing, 
Smil’d the {pring with angel face; 
Rofy fummer next advancing 
Ruth’d into her fire’s embrace. 
Her bright-hair’d fire, who bade her keep 
For ever neareft to his {miles ; 
On Calpe’s olive-fhaded flcep, 
Or India’s citron-cover’d ifles; 
More semote and buxom brown 
The queen of vintage bow’d before his throne: 
A rich pomegranate gemm’d her crown, 
A ripe fheaf bound her zone. 


But howling Winter fled afar 
To hillsthat prop the polar flar, 
And loves on deer-born car to ride 
With barren darknefs by his fide, 
Round the fhore where loud Lofoden 
W hirls to death the roaring whale; 
Round the haji where Runic Oden 
Hows his war-fong to the gale; 
Save when down the ravag’d globe 
He travels on his native ftorm, 
Deflow’ring pasure’s grafly robe, 
And trampling on her faded form; 
Till light’s fetarning lord aflame 
The fhaft that drives him to his mogthern field, 
Of power to pierce his raven plume 
And chryftal cover’d flueld! 


O fire of florms! whofe favage ear 
The Lapland drum delights to hear, 
When frenzy, with her blood-fhot eye, 
Implares thy dreadful deity ! 
Archangel power of defolation, 
Fait defcending as thou art, 
Say, hath mortal invocation 
Spells to touch thy flony heart? 
Then, fullen winter, hear my pray’r, 
And gently rule the ruin’d year; 
Nor chill the wand’rer’s bofom bare, 
Nor freeze the wretch’s falling tear ; 
To fhivering want’s unmantled bed 
Thy horsor-breathing agues ceafe to lend, 
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And mildly on the orphan head 
Of innocence defcend! 


But chiefly fpare, O king of clouds ! 
The failor on his airy fhrouds, 
When wrecks and beacons ftrew the fleep, 
And fpeétres walk along the deep; 
Milder yet thy {nowy breezes 
Roane on yonder tented fhores, 
Where the Rhine’s bright billow freezes, 
Where the dark-brown Danube roars! 
O winds of winter! lift ye there 
To many a deep and dying groan? 
Or fart ye, demons of the midnight air, 
At fhrieks and thunders louder than your own? 
Alas! e’en your unhallow’d breath 
May {pare the viGtim fallen low: 
But man will afk no truce to death— 
No bound to human woe! 
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A SONG.—By Mrs. Opie. 


To not, while gayer {wains invite 
Thy feet, dear girl, to pleafure’s bowers, 
ay | faded form fhall], meet thy fight, 

nd cloud my Laura’s finilien hours, 


Thou art the world’s delighted gueft, 
And all the young admire is thine; 

Then I’/l not wound thy gentle breaft, 
By numbering o’er the wounds of mine, 


I will not fay, how well, how long, 
This faithful heart has figh’d for thee, 

But leave, the happier {wains among, 
Content, if thou contented be. 


But Laura, fhould misfortune’s wand 
Bid all thy youth’s gay vifions fly, 
From thy foft cheek the rofe command, 

And force the luftre from thine eye; 


Then, thoughtlefs of my own diftrefs, 
I'll hafle, thy comforter to prove; 

And Laura fhall my friendthip blefs, 
Altho’, alas! fhe icorns my love. 











ON REVISITING MY NATIVE COUNTRY, 


T= woods as green, the fkies as blue, 
As bright the azure biilow flows, 

As when to cheer my infant view, 

The profp:& firft arole; 

Buc while by grief for pleafures paft, 
The gloomy {cene is overcaft, 

The brighteft landfcape {miles in vain, 
And memory each charm «eftroys, 

And ouly points to wither’d joys 

That ne’er mug bloom agan! 











